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PLANT GROUP REPORT 


... Dick Southcombe 


A real learning experience would be 
the best way to describe our last 
meeting. Margaret MacDonald, with 
help from Winston, had 
painstakingly numbered sprigs of 
fifty-four species of Anglesea 
woodland, heathland and wetland 
plants for two groups to identify 
using various tests, but especially 
Mary White’s very helpful guide 
“Flowers of the Anglesea River 
Valley’. 


Whilst most of the genera were 
reasonably well known, the species 
had to be keyed out in lots of cases 
and the prize for “all correct” was not 
awarded. Once again the Fabaceae 
family proved the most difficult. 


The session was excellent 
preparation for our club’s excursion. 


Thank you Margaret. 
(m 
Plant Group... 


October Meeting 


Debra Whitall, who is working with 
DNRE Geelong on exchange with 
Richard Boekel will be our guest 
speaker. 


Home for Debra is Ashland, a small 
community in south west Oregon, 
where her job is Forest Hydrologist 
for the Rogue River National Forest. 
Her primary responsibility is water 
catchment restoration and her work 
in the central Sierras and western 
Cascade mountain ranges has led 
her to specialise in high altitude 
alpine meadow restoration. 


Debra’s slide show presentation will 
focus upon the problems and 
solutions in such an environment. 
All club members are welcome. 


O 


CASTERTON CAMPOUT 
REMINDER 


Please refer Page 3 of the 
September Geelong Naturalist. 


October 10 is the cut-off day for 
registrations and maps showing 
directions to Myaring Reserve on 
the Glenelg River are available 
tonight. 
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DO YOU CARE FOR THE 
YOU YANGS? 
... Rob Beardsley 


Calling all earth brothers and 
sisters. 


In order to bring the body senses 
back into balance following the 
footy season, why not consider a 
therapeutic session of boneseed 
removal at the You Yangs? 


Saturday/Sunday 
October 19 and 20 


Sat: from 9.30am 
. Sun: from 10.00am 


See page 9 for details. 


November Meeting... 


Otway Plant Communities 


Geoff Beilby. 


Geoff lives at Gellibrand River and 
works with DNRE at Colac. Over 
the last twenty years he has been 
based at Gellibrand, Forrest and 
Colac in Native Forest Mgmt, 
Plantation Mgmt, Fire Protection 
Planning and Mgmt, National 
Parks Planning, Flora Survey and 
Mgmt, Catchment Mgmt and 
Landcare Extension. 


Geoffs work and his special 
interest in native vegetation 
enable him to speak expertly on 
his subject. 


During our club campout at Apollo 
Bay in November, Geoff will be 
leading an excursion to the Big 
Trees Reserve. 


EXCURSION NOTICE 


.. Barry Lingham 


Ocean Grove Nature Reserve 
Sunday 27th October 


It is 25 years since the declaration of 
the 400 acres of bushland north of 
Ocean Grove as the Ocean Grove 
Nature Reserve. Members of the 
G.F.N.C. were part of the original 
group who lobbied for the 
reservation and helped in the fund 
raising to purchase part of this land. 


The Friends of Ocean Grove Nature 
Reserve are holding celebrations on 


"Saturday 26th October, with Gary 


Spry MLA launching the Nature 
Reserve's new leaflet at 2.30 p.m. 


We have shifted our club 
excursion to the 4th Sunday of the 
month to coincide with the weekend 
of celebrations. The spring season 
sees the return of many bird species 
such as the Bronze-Cuckoos and 
Rufous Whistlers. The wildflowers 
in bloom should include many of the 
orchids and local bush plants. The 
visitors centre has an interesting 
display, giving information about the 
history of the Reserve and its flora 
and fauna. 


The Ocean Grove Nature Reserve 
has many differing habitat types 
within a reasonably compact area 
giving a chance to observe many of 
the types of flora and fauna that 
once existed on the Bellarine 
Peninsula before the removal of 
most of the indigenous vegetation. 


We will be completing a leisurely 
stroll along parts of the 10 kilometres 
of tracks that meander through the 
Reserve. Bring along a good hat, 
sunscreen and mosquito repellent. 
Lunch will be from 12:00 until 1:00 
p.m. at the visitors centre area, so 
some members may wish to join us 
at this time. 


The Nature Reserve is about 1 km 
north of Ocean Grove on Grubb 
Road. |t is marked on Melways 
Street directory on Map 234 E1. 


Be at Karingal at 8:50a.m. for a 9:00 
a.m. departure or meet us at the 
Nature Reserve at 9:30 a.m. 
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OCTOBER 


. ..With Joe Hubbard 


Winter Bird Lists; Rampaging 
Wren; Northern Guests; Brisbane 
Ranges Flowers; Caper Whites 
and Others; Sun Orchids; 
Platypus Watching. 


Winter Bird Lists: 
Valda Dedman gets a gold star on 
her diary for her Winter Bird List 
(September Geelong Naturalist). 
Those who kept a list may also feel a 
little self-congratulatory. If this was a 
first time exercise for you - brilliant! 


Superb Fairy-wren: 

In the August edition | wrote about 
the wren which attacked external car 
mirrors. Well he is still at it! If you 
want to be mugged by a wren try the 
car park over Queen’s Park bridge - 
the one with the post and rail fences 
- downstream right. 


Guests from the North: 

During October we welcome back 
many old friends from warmer 
climes. Twitchers twitch a bit more 
during these next few months in 
anticipation of the regular and the 
unexpected visitors. 


The Olive-backed Oriole, with its 
lovely, unmistakable, rolling call, 
stands out. Try the You Yangs and 
Brisbane Ranges. 1995 sightings 
were fairly widespread and close to 
the city. 


Look along rivers and in open forest 
for the richly coloured Sacred 
Kingfisher. It nests in burrows in 
banks or trees and has a repetitive 
call of Ek-Ek-Ek-Ek. Like the Oriole 
you will probably hear before seeing. 


The next bird must have flown 
through a freshly painted rainbow - it 
is so beautiful. The Rainbow Bee- 
eater is another burrow-nesting bird 
which excavates its nest in banks or 
bare sandy ground. 


Probably the You Yangs and 
Bannockburn Common are the 
closest they get to us. Check along 
creeks with sandy banks. In doing so 
you are sure to find nest holes of the 
Spotted and Striated Pardalotes. 
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A flock of migrating 
Woodswallows, (Masked, White- 
browed or both) sounds to me like 
sparrows chirping. Look up and 
you will know they are not. 


In the treetops, look for the Satin 
Flycatcher which is a bit like a 
Willy-Wagtail. The male has a 
glossy blue-back top and 
underparts white. The female is a 
dusky blue-grey, throat and upper 
breast yellowish-brown and rest of 
underparts white. Again you will 
probably by attracted by its Tchoo- 
ee Tchoo-ee whistle. Try Ironbark 
Basin, near Pt. Addis for a change 
of scene. 


Brisbane Ranges N.P. Flowers: 
In many ways the northern end of 
the Brisbane Ranges reminds one 
of the Grampians, especially when 
the spring flowers are at their best. 
This area can be found off the 
Anakie-Bacchus Road. There are 
many interesting short walks in 
this extreme northern section and 
one which comes highly 
recommended is the Shoot Track 
walk. 


At the time of writing 20/9/96 there 
was a great display of Sticky 
Boronia, Mint Bush, Rose 
Baeckea, Rough Wattle and Blue 
Caladenia Orchids. 


Rosy Baeckea Baeckea 
ramosissima, is a bush which 
grows to 50cm with five petalled 
pink to white flowers. 


Rough Wattle Acacia aspera, is a 
shrub to 2m. with small, blunt, 
erect, hairy and sticky leaves 
(sounds dreadful) with small dark 
yellow flowers. 


Sticky Boronia Boronia 
anemonifolia, is a bush up to 1m. 
with four petalled perfumed 
flowers of red, white or pink and 
aromatic leaves. 


Butterflies: 

A vignette of a heathland. A Grass 
Blue Butterfly (or was it a Pea 
Blue?) feeding from a white heath 
lit by a shaft of sunshine. 


On our Anglesea excursion 
15/9/96, we saw Imperial Whites, 
Painted Ladies and Australian 
Admirals. Also flying this month 
from seaside to mountain, will be 
migratory Caper Whites. At first 


glance these could be Cabbage 
Whites, but underwings are dully 
coloured black with yellow. Upper 
white wings are distinctly edged 
black with — white markings. 
Confused? So am I! 


And Briefly: 

Mt Ingoldsby Reserve Anglesea, via 
Noble St. Sunny day, tall blue Sun 
Orchids and distant views of the 
Aireys Inlet lighthouse. Breathtaking! 


Werribee. Platypus watching in the 
Werribee river with a chance to see 
a Darter. (A bird something like a . 
cormorant but with a longer snake- 
shaped neck and long pointed bill.) 
Best times are from dawn to 9 a.m. 
All this for free behind Chirnside 
Park, Werribee, and downstream. 
Access by turning first right (Watton 
Street) after you cross the old 
Geelong-Princes Highway bridge into 
Werribee. 


Compiled with the assistance of 
Rowan Bugg and Gordon McCarthy. 


For more October watching, see 
GFNC Monthly News October 1995 
pp 6-7. 
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HOWMAN'S GAP CAMPOUT 


March 1997. 
... Dick Southcombe 


Members intending to attend are 
urged to register as soon as 
possible. This VFNCA event is very 
popular and is being held in a very 
interesting area - the Victorian High 
Country. 


A booking fee of $20 per person will 
secure a place and ensure campout 
information is sent direct. Cheques 
should be made payable to Geoff 
Travers, Treasurer VFNCA, 23/2 Old 
Stud Rd, Wantirna, 3152. 


Anticipated total costs are: 

Supper Friday 7th to lunch Monday 
10th, $100. 

OR 

Dinner Thursday 6th to lunch 
Monday 10th, $135. 


BYO bed linen and towels. 


Information sheets are available 
tonight or telephone me on 433 916. 


n 
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BIO-DIVERSITY NOTES 


. ..Ade Foster 


25/9/96 


Another very well attended meeting 
was addressed by Mr. Neil Davie, 
President of the Victorian Amateur 
Herpetologists Association, whose 
members keep Australian native 
animals ranging from spiders to frogs, 
goannas to snakes and even 
freshwater crocodiles! 


Neil brought with him a young female 
Bredle's python, two years old and 
about 1.2m in length. Most of the 
members were able to overcome their 
prejudices and handle this beautiful 
snake. 


Neil spoke to us about the latest 
foods, additives, and equipment which 
is finally starting to arrive in Australia 
from the USA and elsewhere, and of 
the difficulties encountered in trying to 
overcome bureaucratic red tape when 
attempting to keep native reptiles. 


He spoke of the latest in UV lights 
under which captive reptiles bask, so 
allowing them to produce vitamin B 
which, for some reason, captives are 
unable to metabolise from their diet. 
The latest reptile vivaria feature hot 
and cold ends to allow the reptiles a 
more natural climate in which to live. 


Neil also delivered a rather stern 
lecture, and scathing attack on 
Australian wildlife departments for not 
being more active in eradication of 
feral dogs, cats and foxes. Neil 
believes that these will become a 
major problem when the widespread 
release of the rabbit calicivirus kills the 
majority of the rabbit population. The 
ferals, deprived of a readily available 
food source will, he believes, turn to 
native animals for their survival. 
Certainly an interesting and thought 
provoking evening. 


As most of the stalwarts of the group 
are accompanying me on my holiday 
to Mootwingee, there will be no formal 
Bio-diversity excursion for October. 


The October meeting, on 23rd 
October at 8.00 pm, will be a 
workshop dealing with items of 


interest from the Mootwingee trip. 


Biodiversity Excursion 
8th September '96 
... Dennis Greenwell 


A group of only four decided to 
disregard the ominous dark clouds 
and turn up for our excursion to the 
Anglesea Bush. 


Our first stop was the heathland at 
Gum Flat Road. The sun had, by 
this time, made a welcome 
appearance and in sheltered places 
it felt quite warm. Although still very 
early in the season, | knew from 
past experience, that Copperheads 
could be out sunning themselves 
and less likely to move out of the 
way than is normally the case in 
warmer weather, so we kept a wary 
eye on where we were treading. 


Unfortunately, not only were the 
snakes not putting in an 
appearance, but neither was very 
much else for that matter and we 
decided to move on. We arrived at 
our cars just as the heavens opened 
and sat with the windows wound up 
drinking tea, until it stopped. 


We travelled back towards Forest 
Road and stopped near the creek 
by the Rifle Club. Here, we were 
much more successful. 


Turning over some debris, we were 
rewarded with two skinks which 
appeared to be of the same type as 
those that | have in my garden in 
Belmont. Then by using a butterfly 
net to sweep through low growing 
vegetation we captured a wide 
variety of spiders. Under a rotten 
log was a good sized scorpion and 
under bark on a living eucalypt, 
some minute unidentifiable seed 
like objects which have been 
retained for microscopic 
identification at our next meeting. 


Our next stop was at the end of 
Noble Street, Anglesea. 


Here, as well as the chance of 
seeing invertebrates and perhaps 
some early reptiles, we were also 
hoping to be treated to a good 
number of orchids, which can 
usually be found here at this time of 
year. Unfortunately, we were 
disappointed on all counts, except 
for just two Leopard Orchids beside 


the path. 


For lunch, we stopped off at Mt. 
Ingoldsby Flora Reserve and were 
delighted to see a pair of Skipper 
Butterflies, two Common Grass 
Blues and a Painted Lady. 


Lunch over, we travelled down 
Distillery Creek Road to the site of the 
new water treatment works. Here, 
we heard Common Froglets calling 
and found spawn attached to 
submerged vegetation and a few 
tadpoles, (presumably the same 
species) in a small muddy dam next 
to the road. The dam also 
surprisingly held quite a number of 


. Mosquito Fish. 


This was our last stop for the day, 
unless of course, you count the 
Airey's Inlet Hotel. (Well, | did play 
ball with the owner's dog ! ) 


o 
From Your Observations... 


Of the 26 sightings of yellow-tailed 
Black-Cockatoo so far this year, Tim 
Tarr has one of the most interesting. 
He saw eight in a suburban garden in 
Minerva Road, Newtown. 


Barry Lingham and Rohan Bugg 
made separate observations of Black : 
Kites flying over the Maltby by-pass in 
late July to mid August. Hope you 
had one eye on the traffic, boys. 


Both Bejanke Duim and Joe Hubbard 
have observed Superb Fairy-wrens 
pecking at their images in car mirrors. 
This is fairly common behaviour with 
these birds around our holiday house. 
We have windows to floor level which 
makes it easy for the males to hop up 
to do battle with the mystery intruder 
who they see reflected in the glass. 


Valerie and | took great pleasure in 
feeding a male bowerbird a few titbits 
in the face of fifteen currawongs. The 
bowerbird was utterly fearless as he 
literally brushed aside the currawongs 
to come within 20cm of my hand. All 
the time he kept up this rasping croak 
while the currawongs looked utterly 
perplexed. This brave Satin 
Bowerbird was in the little village of 
Bogong, northeast alpine area of 
Victoria. The same day 719196 we 
had a female Spotted Quail-thrush 
visting our back garden in the late 
afternoon at Tawonga South. "Eat 
your heart out birdwatchers". 
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At the time when PJW was bird species of Geelong. Once again 

observing birds, the only X Trevor has shown himself to be an 

BIRD GROUP REPORT identification books available were accomplished author, speaker, 
... Barry Lingham J.A. Lynch's An Australian Bird ^ photographer and , of course, a great 

Book and Neville Cayley's What Bird Field Naturalist. 

is That? PJW set out to educate the i : 

people of Geelong about the RAOU BIRD SURVEY CAMP 

September 24th 1996 wonders of the local birdlife and to Stuart Mill - November 16/17 1996 

also develop a sense of 

Our speaker for this meeting was conservation of the birds and their — This camp will be based on the 

Trevor Pescott who spoke to us about habitats. property of Rob Youl, a Landcare 

the life and times of Mr. Percival John Education Officer with the Dept. NRE, 

Wood (PJW) as is described in PJW's personal anecdotes and his at Dalyenong, east of Stuart Mill and 

Trevor's latest book GEELONGS . own drawings of birds helped to approximately 75 Km west of 

BIRDLIFE IN RETROSPECT - A make the readers of the Saturday Bendigo. 

selection of Geelong Advertiser ^ edition of the Geelong Advertiser 

articles by P.J.W. 1945-1958. This aware of not only the types of This fascinating area contains some : 

book has been reviewed by Margaret birdlife in the district but also the unusual heathy and herb rich 

Cameron elsewhere in the Geelong places which were important for the woodlands in addition to Box-Ironbark 


Naturalist. forest. Some important reserves, 
Dalyenong Flora and Fauna 
Percy Wood was a keen HOODED PLOVER COUNT Reserve, Kara Kara State Park 


observer of natural history in his Sat 9th & Sun 10th November and the hilly St. Arnaud State 
youth. Born in 1878, PJW often orest are nearby. 

walked long distances to explore| The Biannual Hoodie count is happening again ij 

the local country-side and his} this year and volunteers are needed to walk — |Some of the birds that have been 
reminiscences of the birds and} various sections of the coast between Lorne [found in the area include Powerful 
became useful material for the} Hoodies, Pied Oystercatchers and Red-capped  |Stone-curlew and Musk Lorikeet. 
articles that he submitted in the} ^ pjoyers. here are likely to be some 
Geelong Advertiser from 1945 - nocturnal animals such as gliders 


1958. Please contact Margaret Cameron if you can [and possibly Tuans. 


help out (phone 299792) 
PJW was a resourceful man, 


successfully combining talents in ombine some surveys for 
the fields of sport, business, RAOU's Birds and Tree Hollows 
singing and as an amateur project with general birding and 
naturalist. He joined his father as a birds. He was part of the generation walking. 

butcher and the business expanded that originally saw the shooting of 

by establishing a ship provedoring specimens and collection of eggs as Contact Margaret Cameron (ph 
business. PJW often made trips down part of the useful study of birds, but — 299792) if you are interested in joining 
the bay to meet incoming ships to he came to realise the impact of with some other GFNC members who 
obtain orders for meat and other food. these activities and became an are attending this camp. 

This allowed him to gain an_ insight advocate for conservation practices. 

into the birdlife of Corio Bay. 


he aim of the camp is to 


PJW's work in the Advertiser A NATIONAL SURVEY OF 
Trevor Pescott has researched the attracted the attention of the AUSTRALIA'S BIRDS OF PREY 
details of PJW’s interesting life and R.A.O.U and he was invited to join 
collected together items published in : that organisation in 1947. He later The RAOU and the Australasian 
the Geelong Advertiser to give a joined the Bird Observer's Club also. Raptors Association conducted a 
picture of the birdlife of the Geelong During his time with these clubs, survey of raptors between 1986-90. 
region during the first half of the PJW often led excursions and The release of the rabbit calicivirus 
century. contributed articles for publication. may affect the numbers of raptors, 

and finance to repeat this survey has 

The importance of PJW's work is best After giving a brief verbal history of been granted. 
noted in relation to the historical PJW's life, Trevor proceeded to use 
material published on local birds. the information on many local birds Volunteers are needed who will record 
Charles Belcher published his classic that was published by PJW to sightings whilst driving along rural 
The Birds of the District of Geelong, compare with the current status of roads. If you think you can help, 
Australia in 1914 and J.F.Mulder had the birds. Trevor illustrated each contact William Steele at the RAOU, 
collected a range of specimens for the bird with his own excellent personal 415 Riversdale Road, East Hawthorn 
Geelong Museum when it opened in slides and some of PJW's drawings. 3123 or phone: 03 - 9882 2677. 
1886. Both of these men were 
mentioned in PJW's articles as well as The talk by Trevor was entertaining 
some of the other members of the and informative, painting a picture of 
original Geelong Field Naturalists the full and varied life P.J.Wood as 
Club. well as the changing situation of the 
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VISIT FROM THE LATROBE 
VALLEY FIELD NATURALISTS 
CLUB. 


The LVFNC is holding a campout at 
the Avalon Conference Centre (near 
Limeburner's Lagoon) on the 
weekend of October 12/13th. They 
will visit the Werribee Treatment Plant 
on the Saturday 12th October. Rohan 
Bugg will be guiding the visitors. 
Other GFNC members who wish to 
come along are welcome. Contact 
Barry Lingham (ph 554291) for more 
details. 


ITEMS FOR THE FUNDRAISER 


Each month Ray Baverstock holds a 
fundraiser that helps to stretch out the 
GFNC budget a little further. We 
would appreciate any donations of 
books or other goods that could be 
used for the fundraiser. Please 
contact Ray if you can help out. 


FRIENDS OF EDWARDS POINT 


Edwards Point is one of several 
reserves on the Bellarine Peninsular. 
It is an important wader roost and still 
has many interesting plants (such as 
the Wirilda Acacia retenodes ) 
amongst the weeds. This magnificent 
but badly neglected area that juts into 
Swan Bay certainly needs some extra 
friends and anyone who is interested 
in helping the formation of the Friends 
of Edwards Point group should 
contact Madeline Glynn (ph 486332) 
o 


GEELONG’S BIRDLIFE !N 
RETROSPECT 
... Margaret Cameron 


Everyone knows Trevor Pescott's 
columns in the Geelong Advertiser, a 
wonderful window on the natural 
history of the Geelong region. Now 
Trevor has edited a selection of the 
articles about birds written for the 
Geelong Advertiser between 1945 and 
1958 by "P.J.W." (Percival John 
Wood). He has also provided 
contemporary comments, putting 
PJW's observations and opinions into 
context for the 1990's 


PJW was born in Geelong in 1878, 
and in his youth often walked the bush 
and wetlands in search of birds. As a 
shipping provedore he was frequently 


out on the bay meeting incoming 
ships, and he had a particular 
interest in seabirds. After his 
retirement he spent most of his time 
bird observing, writing about birds 
and painting and sketching 
illustrations for his column. His 
work is full of personal observations 
over almost 60 years, and 
information from Belcher, Mulder 
and other local observers. He 
worked closely with Museum 
experts, providing specimens and 
gaining information from their 
research to strengthen the scientific 
content of his column. 


PJW's writing is always lively, 
sometimes 
characterised by detailed 
observation of behaviour: the 
feeding habit of Latham's Snipe; a 
Hobby "fastest, boldest of all, a 
small feathered demon” hunting 
Welcome Swallows; the fluttering 
flight of the White-faced Storm- 
Petrel “the little feet leaving small 
rings on the water’s surface”. His 
columns gave a strong conservation 
message, regretting the decline of 
once common species, and 
emphasizing the good work done by 
Harriers, Cormorants and other 
birds - for example the Stubble 
Quail “far more valuable alive than 
dead” - the stomach contents of 300 
birds showed their diet depended on 
pest weeds and insect pests like 
black crickets. 


Particularly interesting is the 
evidence of changes in distribution 
and abundance of birds in less than 
50 years. The news is not all bad - 
Pied Oystercatchers, Rainbow 
Lorikests and Galahs for example, 
are much more numerous now than 
then. But overall the changes in 
habitat have led to contraction of 
range for many species - no more 
Emu Wrens at Point Henry! 


This book is really essential for 
birdwatchers in the greater Geelong 
area (Werribee to the Otways), but 
is a worthwhile purchase for anyone 
interested in careful accounts of 
details of bird behaviour, and in 
factual records of changes in 
abundance and distribution. It is 
also fun to read and has 16 pages 
of PJW's lively illustrations. The 
recommended retail price is $20 in 
the shops; you can buy it from the 
club. 
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quaint, and © 


Welcome to new members 


| am embarrassed to admit that it is a 
year since | last welcomed new 
members in to the club. 


My only pathetic excuse is that time 
does seem to rush by at my age. 


During that time the following 
neglected members have joined. | 
can only hope that the welcome 
which you received from other 
members at meetings and excursions 
made up for my shortcomings. 


Ms Colleen Berger 
Mr Mark Gerzee 

Mr Colin Foreman 
Ms Anne Stevens 
Dr K & Mr D Ralston 
Mr Lance Brequet 
Mr Richard Mason 
Mrs Lorraine Phelan 
Mr Steven Boyle 
Miss Julie Yates 
Mrs Alison Watson 
Mr & Mrs lan Edwards 
Mr G Manganelli 

Ms Bejanke Duim 
Jarrad Duim 

Ms Kim Wood 

Mrs Polly Cutcliffe 
Miss Sandra Davis 
Ms Barbara Benham 
Mr Brian Gibbons 
Mrs Donna Wood. 


As members of the club you are 
entitled to borrow books from the club 
library at no charge and our Librarian, 
Betty Moore, will not growl if you are 
a little late. 


You are also entitled to attend all 
excursions and meetings. 


To obtain information about the three 


“groups “ which operate within the 
club, do contact the following 
convenors. 


Bio-diversity Group 
Les Barrow 430 061 


Bird Group 
Barry Lingham 554 291 


Plant Group 
Dick Southcombe 433 916 


There is no need to make contact 
first; just turn up and you will be 
welcome. 
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CLUB NOTES 


... Claire McCormick 


The Committee has appointed Valda 
Dedman, Trevor Pescott, Dick 
Southcombe and myself as the 
“Protect Belmont Common Working 
Group”. We attended a meeting with 
City of Greater Geelong officer 
Wendy Allen, Councillor Anthony 
Aitken and Mr Glasson who 
represented the consultants Sinclair 
Knight Merz to discuss their terms of 
reference and our concerns with the 
proposed Geelong Water Sports 
Complex Feasibility Study and our 
Jerringot lease. 


They were very interested in the 
recent netting, banding and 
release of Latham’s Snipe, that 
there are large numbers that use 
the wetland for their daytime roost 
and in Clive Minton’s opinion 
Jerringot alone was probably 
used by at least 1000 Latham's 
Snipe last season. This means 
that it has the highest population 
in Australia. (Clive cannot 
understand why Jerringot was not 
listed at the recent Ramsar 
Conference as a most important 
urban wetland.) The council was 
also informed that this bird's 
habitat is covered by three 
international treaties, JAMBA, 
CAMBA and the Bonn Convention. 
The Councils working party 
wished to point out that reports in 
the newspaper, of large 
permanent grandstands are 
inaccurate and that in fact 
removable seating for large events 
would be used. 


The consultants would like any 
research records or data, 
especially observations of water 
levels. As a first step, we offered 
to give the consultants a tour of 
the area, but we would appreciate 
any information you may have to 
help us PROTECT THE COMMON! 


Would you like to help with the 
Latham's Snipe survey this Thursday 
(3rd October)? Valda and Trevor will 
be co-ordinating volunteers to count 
the Snipe as they return to roost 
during the day at Jerringot (5.30 
a.m.). At 10.00 a.m. there will also 


be a broader search of Belmont 
Common followed by another 
count in the evening as.they leave 
to feed (6.00 p.m.). 


A further survey will be held at the 
same times on Saturday 12th 
October. 

Contact Valda on ph. 432374 


Valda Dedman has been 
appointed to represent the 
G.F.N.C., Geelong Environment 
Council and the National Trust on 
the Barwon River Users Group. 
She is to be the only conservation 
representative, | might add. 


| attended a meeting at Barwon 
Water with members of Moorabool 
Water Treatment Project Working 
Group. 


This community group came about 
after a public meeting. Barwon 
Water are proposing an alternative 
pipeline in the Brisbane Ranges. 
This will be to supply, by the year 
2000, the half of Geelong that 
does not at present enjoy clear 
water. They would like the best 
option that meets with public 
acceptance and understanding. 


The group also has input to the 
criteria for work in the Brisbane 
Ranges National Park and the 
terms of reference for the 
Consultants Flora and Fauna 
Study. An “Issues Discussion 
Paper’ is being circulated to 
members that have expressed 
interest in the conservation of this 
area. 


We have accepted John 
Bottomly's offer to represent the 
Club on the Working Party. 


We received a letter from Friends 
of Inverleigh Common bringing to 
our notice the destruction of trees 
along the Reserve’s eastern 
border. We will be contacting 
DNRE asking for an explanation. 


Newtown Primary School has 
again asked for volunteers for their 
Environment Day October 11. 
This will involve pond and 
terrestrial invertebrate search and 
a nature walk. It will start at 9.45 
a.m. and end at 2.00 p.m. with a 
break for lunch, of course! 


Joe Hubbard is assisting Dick 
Southcombe with the program for the 
next club year. They already have 
quite a few speakers lined up 
tentatively, however, if you have 
suggestions for speakers or 
excursions and especially if you 
would like to lead one, please let 
them know. We do not have a Vice 
President to do this important task 
and | must thank Dick for doing a 
great job keeping this organised. As 
usual there are a few dedicated 
people who are doing many things to 
keep the Club rolling along. 


Rachel Keary and Barry Lingham will ` 
be looking at and responding to the 
Fish Farm Strategy. 


Alarm has been expressed by Tony 
Wolford from Friends of Buckleys 
Falls and G.E.C., that the City of 
Greater Geelong has tendered out a 
contract to a Melbourne based firm 
for supply of native plants that are 
NOT of local provenance. 


This matter and also our concern for 
the continued Watsonia infestation, 
spreading rampant along roadsides 
and through Connewarre and Reedy 
Lakes will be raised in letters to local 
councils and Minister Tehen. 


The Committee discussed at length 
the subject of changing the Club's 
logo of the Small Ant Blue Butterfly 
and have decided that we should 
keep it. 


Many new members may be 
interested in its history, so here are 
two early articles. 


The first is from a special 
supplement to the Geelong Naturalist 
Vol. 7 No. 4 February 1971, on page 
12 called "The First Ten Years." 


The first President, Mr. Pescott, 
remembers one argument he lost ..... 
and in retrospect agrees it was a 
fortunate loss! He writes - 


"We had decided an emblem 
was needed, and suggestions 
were called for; various ones 
were made, and the 
Committee of the time 
selected two from a number to 
present to the General 
Meeting early in 1964. 

The two suggestions made 
were - 
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Small Ant-blue Butterfly: a 
draft design by Duncan 
Mackenzie. Golden Grevillea: 
a draft design by myself. 

"| lost the vote, and the final 
design was completed by Mr. 
Atkin of Ballarat who worked 
for G.T.V. 9. 

"Looking back, | would agree 
it was a very happy choice, 
showing the wisdom, then as 
now, of our Club members." 


The second article is by Craig Morley 
from Vol. 18 No. 4 February 1982 
page 114 entitled: 

"The Small Ant Blue Butterfly" 


The Small Ant Blue Butterfly 
(Pseudodipsas 
myrmecophila), belongs to 
the hycaenidae family which 
comprises a group of small, 
delicate, rapid flying and often 
brightly coloured butterflies, 
which make up almost one 
third of the known species of 
the order Lepidoptera. 


The first specimen of this 
butterfly, which is the emblem 
of the Geelong Field 
Naturalists Club, was found at 
Ocean Grove in 1912 by 
entomologist G.A. 
Waterhouse. The only known 
Victoria population is to be 
found at the Ocean Grove 
Nature Reserve. Other 
populations are known from 
an area south of Brisbane and 
a small area around Sydney. 


The larvae (caterpillars) of the 
Small Ant Blue Butterfly - as is 
the case with most of the 
hycaenids - are associated 
with ants. 


At the Ocean Grove Nature 
Reserve the eggs are laid in 
batches of up to 40 or 50 on 
dead stumps of Golden Wattle 
(Acacia  pycantha) which 
contains colonies of a small 
black ant, Iridomyrmex 
nitidus. 


The larvae feed for a time 
then form the pupae which are 
attached to the walls of the ant 
galleries in eights or tens or in 
cracks in dead stumps in 
smaller numbers. Ants have 
been observed running over 
freshly emerged adults 
without disturbing them. 


The following two extracts 
shed some light on the 
possible association 
between the butterfly and 
the ant. 


“Near the surface of a crack 
in one of the stumps 
brought from Ocean Grove 
was a single pupa: this 
stump we exposed to the 
sun and the pupa was 
placed close to the glass of 
the breeding cage: within a 
very few minutes, the ants 
had sheltered it from the 
heat and light by filling the 
crack above it with a layer 
of rubbish.” (Waterhouse 
and Lyell 1913) 


“Little is known about the 
feeding behaviour of the 
larvae but, from the 
following very interesting 
observations...., they are 
predators of the ant larvae 
and pupae. pi 
myrmecephila were 
introduced to a captive ant 
colony containing ant 
larvae and pupae. There 
was no evidence that the 
ants fed the butterfly larvae 
but, by the time the latter 


pupated, the ants had 


heaped up many collapsed 
ant pupae. At one stage 
when ant larvae and pupae 
were in short supply the 
butterfly larvae were given 
slices of apple. There was 
no sign of feeding on the 
apple, although the larvae 
made small hollows from 
which they apparently 
sucked the apple juice. 
This and the collapsed ant 
pupae suggest that the 
butterfly larvae feed by 
sucking fluids from their 
prey" | (Common and 
Waterhouse 1972) 


There is still a great deal to 
be learnt about the 
association between 
butterflies and ants. As 
Waterhouse and Common 
remark a lot could be learnt 
about the life history of the 
Small Ant Blue Butterfly 
from observation in artificial 
ant colonies. 
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The current existence locally of the 
butterfly is doubtful, although many 
colonies of the ant (commonly 
known as "coconut ants" because of 
the smell when squashed), have 
been found at Inverleigh Common 
and Bannockburn Bush. These are 
at present the subject of ongoing 
study by the Biodiversity Group (and 
Les Barrow in particular), as well as 
by Latrobe University students doing 
research with Professor Timothy 
New. The only confirmed Victorian 
colonies are found at Mt. Piper near 
Broadford. 


The Small Ant Blue Butterfly needs 
open woodland. They ‘hilltop’ after 
emerging from pupating, then mate 
and lay their eggs. If there are no 
hills they go to the top of tall trees. 
These butterflies are VERY small, 
and usually emerge in November, 
December and January. 


Oo 


A Lonely Corella? . . 


First week of August: A friend of 
Dick Southcombe sighted a single 
Long-billed Corella with a flock of 
Galahs in Highton. 


Aug 6: Dick saw ten Galahs and 
one Long-billed Corella in Belmont. 


Aug 23: Ray Baverstock reported a 
light coloured or white bird flying with 
7+ Galahs in Highton. 


Aug 25: Ray saw a Long-billed 
Corella flying with two Galahs in 
Highton. 


n 


SEPTEMBER MEETING 


REPORT 


.. Roy Whiteside 


Report of illustrated talk on 
"TUNDRA ECOLOGY" given 
by Clive Minton at the 
general meeting on 3rd 
September 1996. 


Clive was one of two Australians who 
joined 60 Russian and Swedish 
scientists in the largest 
multi-discipline scientific expedition 
ever held in the Arctic region. The 
expedition took place in three stages 
over the months June to August 
1994 with Clive taking part in the first 
stage. 


A Russian nuclear ice-breaker ship 
was used to cut a path for the 
expedition ship. There was perpetual 
daylight for the entire trip. Russian 
helicopters were used to transport 
scientists and equipment from the 
ship to land. Up to three days was 
spent at each location with 
accommodation in two-man tents. 
Spring had come to the Arctic tundra 
as the thaw had started. Birds had 
arrived for the breeding season and 
were able to take advantage of 
abundant food in the form of seeds 
and insects which had been kept in 
a "deep freeze" since the end of the 
previous summer. Temperatures 
were just above freezing point and 
Clive took part in extensive surveys 
of birds breeding, their nests, 
population densities and blood 
samples. 


The first camp location was some 
500 km east of Murmansk and 
comprised a polygonal bog shaped 
by frost over many years. Birds 
sitting on nests in this area were the 
Golden Plover, Bar-tailed Godwit, 
Wood Sandpiper, Dunlin, Bean 
Goose, Red-throated Diver and 
Black-throated Diver. 


At another site there was scrubland 
with dwarf varieties of willow and 
alder. This was regarded as a 
"forest" in Arctic terms and provided 
nesting sites for small passerines 
like Red Polls, Willow Warblers, 
Redwings and Snow Buntings. 
Young birds are able to feed 
themselves on the abundant insect 
food in the summer (eg. bugs, 
beetles and mosquito larvae). 
Parent birds teach their young to 
"freeze" when a predator 
approaches. 
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Most Arctic waders are very tame 
and therefore easy to photograph 
and to catch in appropriate traps 
for scientific examination. 


At a later location were seen the 
Red-necked Phalarope which 
flattens when threatened by a 
Skua predator. The nest is buried 
deeply in the grass. Other birds 
seen were the Willow Warbler, 
Ring Plover and Little Stint 


The third stop of the expedition 
was on an island with a salt-water 
lagoon which was teeming with 
geese, swans, waders and other 
small birds. 


The Ruff is an interesting bird 
which carries out courting and 
mating in a communal display 
ground known as a lek. No two 
birds are identical in colour. A 
major breeding colony of 
Barnacle Geese were also 
observed. 


In the rolling Tundra, as the thaw 
occurs, the following birds were 
seen nesting: Grey Plover (on very 
bare ground), Little Stint, 
Temmink's Stint and 
White-fronted Goose. 


Further east there was an area of 
ocean ice and tundra consisting of 
an enormous patchwork of lakes, 
rivers, bogs, with patches of ice, 
snow and some drier regions. 
Here there were Bewick Swans 
which had migrated from 
W.Europe and were nesting on 
mounds up to a metre high and 
surrounded by ponds formed from 
the melting of permafrost. The 
Arctic Fox is the main predator 
and is very skilful at catching 
young and even mature swans as 
well. 


Back on the ship ornithologists 
watched from the bow amongst 
the broken ice and observed Ivory 
Gulls, Arctic Terns, and various 
geese and divers. Polar Bears and 
seals were also seen. 


LEMMINGS 

These are a small rodent which 
play an important role in the 
ecology of the Arctic. About every 
three years there is a population 
explosion -followed by a crash. 
These mammals are important for 
the survival of nesting birds. 
When there are many lemmings 
the predators (Arctic Foxes, 
Snowy Owls,  Rough-legged 
Buzzards, White-bellied Sea- 
eagles, Skuas) concentrate on 
eating lemmings and tend to 


leave the young of nesting birds 
alone. In the following year when the 
lemming population has crashed 
there is a heavy toll of young birds. 
By observing the number of birds 
that migrate to Port Philip Bay from 
the Arctic it is possible to deduce 
what has happened in the previous 
breeding season in the Arctic. ' 


At the fifth camp a study was made 
of the way in which Red-breasted 
Geese were able to protect their 
young from Arctic Foxes by nesting 
near cliffs in which Peregrine 
Falcons were also nesting. The 
falcons keep the foxes away. Other 
birds seen at this site were the : 
Willow Grouse and European 
Dotterel. 


During a five hour stop on an island, 
nests of the Glaucous Gull and Brent 
Goose were observed and the party 
retreated into the helicopter for safety 
as a Polar Bear approached. Further 
east and also at the most northerly 
part of the expedition (79 degrees N 
in latitude) the terrain was more hilly. 
Interesting observations included a 
Turnstone sitting on a nest. A feature 
of these birds are the two brood 
patches on the underside to 
maximise heat transfer to the eggs. 
An Arctic fox was seen standing on 
a rock and howling. Other nesting 
birds included the Long-tailed Skua, 
Arctic Skua, Ptarmigan, Snow 
Bunting and Curlew Sandpiper. 


At the beginning of July and the final 
part of the expedition for Clive, the 
first flowers were starting to bloom 
and nesting birds observed included 
Sanderlings and Red Knots. Exciting 
observations were made of three bird 
species which had been banded in 
Australia. These were the 
Red-necked Stint, Sanderling and 
Bar-tailed Godwit. 


The remainder of the talk was 
devoted to the showing of slides 
taken by other members of the 
expedition later in the season. 
These included the young of several 
bird species (eg. Red-necked Stint, 
Grey Plover, Dunlin, Spoonbill 
Sandpiper and Great Knot). Also 
shown were pictures of some Arctic 
Tundra plants in flower, reindeer 
antlers and Mammoth tusks. 


Clive commented on the extreme 
friendliness of the Russians and the 
Swedes taking part in the expedition 
and also their excellent field work. 


Barry Lingham gave a vote of thanks 
to the speaker. 
o 
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LIBRARY NOTES 


The Bird Observer No 766. 
Two articles by Ellen McCulloch - 
“Banksias about in June” gives an 
account of bird watching in Yuraygir 
National Park, NSW, east of Grafton 
& north of Coffs Harbour, and 
Washpool Nat. Park, between 
Grafton and Glen Innes. As well as 
interesting natural history reading, 
these articles give details of 
camping facilities, | walking 
tracks, etc. Useful for anyone 
planning a trip. 


Roger Elliot's Gardening for 
birds gives step by step 
instructions for putting a clay- 
based pool into your garden. 


... Betty Moore 


Other current issues in the library: 
The Vic. Naturalist & VFN N/L 
Sun-Nat 
N/L's: Friends of 
Ranges 
Swan Bay Env. Assoc.Inc 
North. Territory Naturalist 
Threatened Bird Network, 
Volunteer - Issue 1. 
Bush Heritage News, Whir. 
Environment Victoria 
Latrobe Valley Naturalist 
Habitat Vol.24 No. 4 - 
In the Spotlight - 
Vic. Frog Group m 


Brisbane 


NOTES FOR BONESEEDERS 


I knew you could not resist Rob’s heart- 
rending appeal on page one. 


Please consider:- 


Flora of Australia... 
Two new volumes in the series. 


Vol.19 - 
Myrtaceae/Eucalyptus/Angophora. 
Up-to-date data on the plants. Clear 
index containing botanical and 
common names, map guides, drawn 
illustrations, general history, etc. 


Mainly a reference book, but also 
worthwhile browsing. | was 
interested to learn that there is a 
rough-barked Manna Gum. 


Vol. 54 - 

Lichens: Introduction, 
Lecanoralis I, 1992. 

Again, clearly set out index, 
glossary of terms, map 
guides, many coloured as well 
as black and white 
illustrations. 


Snakes... 


7 You can have a free day at the You Yangs if you | Atlas of Elapid Snakes of 
Branching Out No. 2| give 2-3 hours at the boneseed and the rest of the Australia: edited by Richard 


(Greening Australia) 

Many interesting conservation 
articles including "The Evolution 
of Tree-free Paper’, "Spotlight 
on Mistletoes." There is also a 
seed germination data sheet. 
This, No. 1, is on Acacias and 
gives information on plant and 
seed diversity and techniques 
for seed collecting, cleaning and 
germinating. 


Angair N/L No. 8 
This features Shiny Eye Track in 


Location: 


day is yours. Call in at the office for free admission. 


Carry extra clothing in case it is hot, cold or wet. 


Sunscreen is a must; gardening gloves are handy. 


this month's "Get to know our the right. 


tracks." 


Victoria's Coastal Vegetation 
Written by Nicci Tsernjavski and 
Gavan Mathieson for Vic. 
National Parks Association. A handy 
little field guide covering adverse 
impact studies (weeds, pest 
animals, altered fire regimes, mining 
etc. and revegetation.) Plant 
descriptions with line drawing 
illustrations and propagation 
requirements. 


Investing in our Natural Heritage - 
Statement by the Honourable Robert 
Hill, Minister for the Environment 
(August 1996). A report on the 
government's environmental 
expenditure priorities. 


If you have any queries, 
ring Rob Beardsley on 411 951. 


NEW BOOKS IN THE 
LIBRARY 


Geelong's Birdlife in 


Retrospect... 

Between 1945 and 1958, Percy 
Wood - PJW to his readers, wrote 
a weekly column in the Geelong 
Advertiser, mainly about the 
birdlife of the region. This book 
contains a selection of his articles 
with contemporary comments by 
Trevor Pescott, who began his 
column in 1960. Many coloured 
illustrations drawn by PJW 
himself. Very interesting reading. 
Trevor presented us with this 
book, thank-you Trevor. 


Park car at the Saddle carpark and 
watch the fairy-wrens over lunch, or at the 
intersection of Saddle and Rockwell Roads. 


Longmore. A.G.P.S. Press 
Publication. 

Contains a Biogeographic 
Analysis of Australian Elapid 
Snakes by Henry Nix. Map 
guides, colour photographs. 
Next Australian trip you take 
you will be able to check up on 
which of the 77 species of 
front-fanged, venomous, 


From the entrance road (Turntable drive), turn left |terrestrial snakes to watch out 
into Big Rock Road. keep to the left and take gravel |for! 

road, which happens to be Great Circle Drive, all the 

way round to the Saddle Road which branches off to 


TRACKS, SCATS AND 


OTHER TRACES... 

Field Guide by Barbara Triggs. (A 
previous book of hers, "Mammal 
Tracks and Signs", won the Whitley 
award for the best field guide in 
1984.) 


A full coverage of foot structure, 
prints and walking patterns, 
droppings, bird pellets, marks made 
in the bark of trees, keys to shelters, 
feeding signs etc. Also skeletal 
remains. Many coloured 
photographs, as well as line 
drawings and map references. 


Ll 
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lronbark Revisited... 


The Ironbark Basin continues to 
confirm its place as one of the most 
rewarding areas to visit. 


Last Friday, as a relief from trying to fit 
one-and-a-quarter column articles into 
one or two column ones, | took my 
grandson to the basin once again. He 
usually growls at me for slowing down 
the walking by “watching things” as he 
Calls it. 


The best orchids are along the upper 
rim but | was ordered to go down the 
Nature Trail. The Horny Conebush is 
in flower. You can not miss them, right 
on the edge of the track. They look like 
a loose pincushion with their spiky 
leaves. Now they have large yellow 
flowers, later they will have cone-like 
fruits, hence the name. 


Where the sign warns of Tiger Snake 
breeding grounds | take a very sharp 
right. Before doing so however, have a 
look at the most dense area of Running 
Postman anywhere. In about three 
square metres you will see scores of 
flowers; unusual. 


As we climb up to the cliff lookout the 
grandson starts to complain but | look 
at the Pink Bells peeping out from the 
vegetation. Half way up he is getting 
tired but there are two Blue-winged 
Parrots for him to see. 


At the top he says “Look at the bird 
Grandpa’ and would you believe that it 
was the Rufous Bristlebird. We had 
caught it on the cliff side of the track 
where there is much bare ground so 
we had four good looks as the bird 
moved from one patch of cover to 
another. 


A delicate Wax-lip Orchid Glossodia 
major was passed on the way. 


Away from the cliffs the sunlight had 
brought out some early Sun Orchids to 
end a very pleasant stroll. 


oO 
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Latham Snipe ... 


The “Great Latham Snipe Contest 
1996” when members strive to see the 
first of the returning snipe seems to 
have been decided. At the time of 
printing there are no earlier 
observations of this bird. 


| have been expecting an early sighting 
from Gordon McCarthy but it was not 
his year. 


Valda Dedman would have tried 
valiantly but the birds eluded her until 
August 21st. 


The winners, as you can see were 
those two devious devils, Ade Foster 
and Dennis Greenwell. 


If you read the item from Dennis in the 
September “Naturalist” and you read 
between the lines you will see what a 
cunning pair they are. 


It seems possible that they hired a 
stooge to make backfiring noises from 
his (or hers?) car which flushed the 
snipe and our two heroes just 
happened to be walking past with pen 
and pencil, ready to make the 
observation. 


All right fellers, the club does not want 
a law suit, | take it all back, but what are 
you going to try next year? 


First Sighting of Latham 
Snipe at Jerringot 1996. 


Observed on August 13th 


by 
ADE FOSTER 
and 
DENNIS GREENWELL 


Congratulations Ade and Dennis. 


Plodders versus experts... 


Most of us run ourselves ragged 
looking for Pink Robins each year and 
have little success: apart from the 
Botanic Gardens. Ray Baverstock on 
the other hand, only had to walk out 
into his back yard to see one. Then he 
went out again and there was a Song 
Thrush. There is no justice. 


Gordon McCarthy is just as bad. 
often sees his “pet” owl at 
Basin yet | cannot find it. 


He 
Ironbark 


Perhaps skill has something to do with 
it after all. 

o 
MAGAZINE POLICY 


The President and a group of 
interested members recently had a 
meeting to formalise policy on certain 
aspects of the magazine. 


There is no need to go in to the 
fourteen items covered however one is 
of vital interest to all potential 
contributors. 


It has always been, and still is the club 
policy to make the magazine available 
for articles from a maximum number of 
members. 


Consistent with that aim it is necessary 
to impose some restrictions on the size 
of articles. It has been decided that 
articles over 5,000 words in length 
(approx five pages) may need to be 
held over for available space and if 
significantly longer, they may be spread 
over more than one issue. 


If planning a long article, kindly discuss 
it with the editor before starting. 


As you will have seen, we have had a 
few articles longer than this limit which 
have posed no problem whatever. Itis 
merely a desire of the Publishing 
Committee to avoid rejection or 
treatment which is not in keeping with 
the writer's expectations. 


May we remind you that articles should 
be about some aspect of natural history 
and have some relevance to our club 


activities or this region. Articles outside 
those parameters may not be 
accepted. 


There is no minimum length of article. 
(m) 
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COMBINED VFNCA/ 
WVFNCA CAMPOUT 
NOTICE 


... Dick Southcombe 


October 18-20. 
Hosted by Casterton FNC. 


Where: On the Glenelg River at 
Myaring Reserve which is 6km west 
of Pieracle on the Casterton - 
Dartmoor Road. Refer RACV South 
Western Victoria map. About 400m 
before the river turn left on to a track 
into the reserve. 


Directional signs will be erected to 
show the route from Casterton. 
Tank water and toilets at reserve. 


Program: Casterton FNC members 
will be at camp from 6pm-9pm 
Friday to welcome visitors. 


Excursions commence 10.00am 
Saturday to some wonderful plant 
and bird areas looking mainly for 
orchids and Red-tailed Cockatoo. 


During the evening we will be treated 
to dinner at the Bluff and a talk about 
the limestone cliff formations next 
door to our camp. 


We will search for fossils on Sunday 
morning and enjoy a barbeque lunch 
provided by our hosts before 
heading homewards. As the Bluff is 
only a few kilometres from our camp 
site those who find the Glenelg River 
water too cold may take a hot 
shower at the Bluff. BYO everything 
except Saturday dinner and Sunday 
lunch. 


Cost: The campout fee of $30 
covers Saturday dinner, Sunday 
lunch and other charges met by 
Casterton FNC. 


Please send your cheque direct to 
Ms Carol McKinnon, RMB1108, 
Casterton, 3311 by 10th October. 


Other accommodation: Hotels and 
motels in  Casterton. Phone 
numbers available. 

No on-site vans at Casterton. 

BE EARLY. 


Further information: See me at 
meetings or phone 433 916. 
Oo 


Spring in Geelong... 


Leila Ramsay is a very caring 
person. Prior to the last 
publication, she rang me to make 
sure that her instructions were 
printed correctly so that you would 
be able to find the Fairy Wax- 
flower which is one of her special 
delights. 


Her words made me think of 
something which | had read while 
researching old issues of the club 
newsletter. 


Later, in the October 1977 issue | 
found what | wanted, written by 
the late Ted Errey. 


Ted contributed enormously to the 
strength of our club. Who could 
ever forget the plant presentations 
which he regularly made at St 
David's hall. He must have spent 
hours and hours in preparation. 


In the newsletter of which Trevor 
Pescott was the editor, he had 
been writing a series of articles 
under the title of "Its Worth a 
Visit”. In them, he gave advice as 
to what to find in selected areas 
around Geelong. 


The October article featured De 
Mott's Road, Anakie and is 
reprinted in part as follows with 
the kind permission of Mrs Nora 
Errey. 


“The road climbs steeply up 
the Rowsley Scarp to the 
Brisbane Range through 
bushland that is rapidly 
being subdivided and built 
on. 


Patches of green carpet are 
conspicuous when the top 
is reached. These are 
Matted Bush-pea. The 
flowers are beginning to 
make a rich golden pattern 
on the green. Here and 
there Twining Fringe-lily 
adds a spot of purple to the 
colour scheme. Parrot- 
peas, Large-leaf Bush-pea, 
Running Postman and 
Tetratheca provide colour 
on the roadside. 
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Where the road is unfenced 
on the left-hand side there is 
opportunity to wander in 
search of orchids. Waxlips 
and Pink Fingers are common 
enough, and there are groups 
of Nodding Greenhoods and 
Blue Caladenias, but other 
greenhoods seem in short 
supply. Mosquito and Helmet 
Orchids are finished; Spiders 
and Sun-orchids are yet to 
appear. 


Velvet Daisy-bush is to be 
found in this area, though 
kangaroos seem to find it 
palatable and keep it well 
pruned. 


The wild-flower display varies 
from week to week through 
the spring, and most sections 
of the road are worth a stop 
where space permits. De 
Motts Road ends with the 
bitumen at Clarke’s Road (two 
miles south of Ballan Road) 
and continues to Steiglitz as 
Lower Anakie Road. Beyond 
Clarke’s Road one reaches 
one of the most colourful 
sections. Just where the 
steep down-grade begins, the 
beautiful Fairy Wax-flower 
adorns both sides of the road. 
Tall Sundews are flowering; 
both these and Climbing 
Sundew are worth a close 
inspection with a hand lens to 
examine the fine detail of the 
branched styles. 


Button Everlastings and Billy 
Buttons stand up straight, and 
Rice-flowers and Scented 
Candles are joining in the 
display. Altogether a 
worthwhile road for a Sunday 
outing.” 


If you are taking Leila Ramsay’s 
advice and going to De Mott's road, 
perhaps Ted's writing will give you 
some extra guidance. Ted would be 
pleased to think that after all these 
years he is still helping members to 
appreciate the plant life of the 
Geelong region. 


Oo 
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ANGLESEA EXCURSION 
REPORT 
... Dick Southcombe 


Despite seemingly weeks of cold, wet 
weather, Sunday 15th was a pleasant, 
calm and sunny day when 20 members 
and Helen's sister Mary, met us at 
Forest Road to be briefed by our 
leaders Margaret MacDonald and 
Winston Huggins about their planned 
walk along Shiny Eye Track to a 
section of the Anglesea River Valley. 


Shiny Eye, now a vehicular track, was 
formed about 75 years ago by the 
Forestry Commission to link two 
forestry camps and is one of 
Anglesea's earliest bush tracks. How it 
received the name Shiny Eye is 
better told than read. 


The track commences at an elevation 
of about 100m on an east-west spur 
and passes through a 
Eucalypt/Acacia woodland which 
provided a canopy for many smaller 
plants - tiny Droseras to prickly 
Hakeas. The Wattles were 
magnificent with the Golden being the 
most spectacular. 


As Margaret pointed out, gold was a 
prominent colour - note the Guinea 
Flowers, Parrot Peas, Button 
Everlasting and Banksia marginata. 
White-eared Honeyeaters were often 
heard in this habitat. Other colours 
which caught our eye were the purple 
of the Hovea, the pink and white of 
the Cryptandra, the blue of the 
Squills, the cream of the Candles and 
the Hakeas, the purple and black of 
the Tetratheca, the pink and white of 
the tiny flowers of the Anglesea 
Baeckea, the attractive brown tassels 
of the Tassel Rope Bush and the 
brilliant red of the Running Postman. 


To the left of our descending track as 
we were about to cross the water 
pipeline we were shown the site where 
Chinese diggers prospected for gold; 
the windlass and bucket were at the 
site until the ‘83 fires. Tests for gold in 
later years resulted in only traces being 
found. 


Shiny Eye now turns to the south and a 
little lower down in the more dense 
growth in the valley on our left Grey 
Currawongs and Grey Fantails were 
observed. As we approached our 
lunch stop we were treated to an 
excellent 4m view of a Spotted 
Pardalote with nesting material in its 
beak waiting anxiously in a Golden 


Wattle; no doubt its nest was in the 
bank supporting the track on which we 
stood. 


High above us, two Wedge-tailed 
Eagles seemed unperturbed when 
harassed by two Australian Kestrels. 


Lunch was eaten on a small disused 
gravel quarry, the banks of which 
showed signs of Pardalote and 
Rainbow Bee-eater nests, beside a 
delightful swampy area where 
Paperbarks thrive together with sedge 
rushes and prickly Tea Tree. Not 
surprisingly a lot of water draining from 
the Forest Road heathy woodlands 
was flowing in this small tributary to 
Marshy Creek i.e. the Anglesea River. 


BARWON RIVER 
ADVENTURE DAY 
24 October 9.00am - 3.00pm 


CAN YOU HELP? 


Barwon Water and Waterwatch 
Corangamite require 20 people to 
help interpret our river and wetlands 
to school children and others. 


You can either canoe the river from 
Ceres to Baum’s Weir, walk from 
Queens Park to Baum’s Weir or be 
stationed in one spot. 


This is a great opportunity for club 
members to promote the natural 
values of our environment. 

Lunch is provided! 

Be in it! Please contact Valda 
Dedman tonight or by 19 October 
(phone 432 374). 


Please see map on page 13. 


Our munching was accompanied by 
the local frog orchestra except when 
the trail bikes passed through. Young 
Jarrod caught a few frogs and Dennis 
identified them as Common Froglet 
and Southern Brown (Ewings) Tree 
Frog. 


Two kilometres walked, lunch is over, 
about 3.5 km to go, mostly uphill and it 
is time to move somewhat reluctantly 
yet a little quicker than the morning 
ramble. 


We crossed about 10m of 30mm deep 
water flowing over a level sandy bed 
and a panoramic view of the best of 
Anglesea's heathlands was a sight to 
behold, mostly Epacris impressa - 
Victoria's floral emblem in all its 
colours. 


Leaving Shiny Eye we took a westerly 
downstream walking track along which 
we found most of the orchids seen for 
the day. They included Waxlip, 
Mosquito, Gnat, Rabbit Ears, Leopard 
and Spider Orchids. | 


On joining Harrison Track, where it 
crosses our lunch stop stream, just 
before its confluence with Marshy 
Creek a horrible, ugly sight and sound 
was encountered. We carefully 
crossed the stream, what a MESSI! 
The damage done by off-road vehicles 
at this crossing is unbelievable. The 
original track is so deeply rutted that 
vehicles have made another crossing a 
few metres upstream until similar 
damage prevented crossing at that 
point A further 15m upstream 
another crossing has been bashed 
through the Paperbark/Tea Tree 
Scrub. Bogged in the middle of this 
was a roaring vehicle. Tracks leading 
to this crossing are barred by posts, 
log or earth barriers and signs; posts 
have been sawn off and the bush 
bashed down to circumvent the 
barriers. Unfortunately this is fairly 
typical of other tracks too. The 
vehicle's number was recorded before 
it was eventually freed and sped back 
along Harrison Track to be seen later 
on its way towards Anglesea. 
Perhaps all who saw it should 
consider being a court witness. 


After this unpleasant incident we 
began our ascent from an elevation of 
20m along a north easterly Smoke- 
bush flanked walking track to rejoin 
Shiny Eye. Our return walk along 
Shiny Eye although revealing plants 
not seen in the morning was fairly 
brisk and required a few stops to 
admire the wonderful view to the 
south west. We were soon back at 
the cars where two of our group had 
been botanising on level ground and 
entertained by Fairy Wrens. 


Unfortunately it was not a good day for 
birds - the many expected failed to 
appear - as only 15 were recorded, but 
we nearly scored a century with wild 
flowers, 94 species recorded. Hey 
Winston, "What is this?" was often 
heard. 


A coolish wind began to blow and the 
sun was often hidden by clouds as we 
enjoyed a drink and supported Claire 
when she thanked Margaret and 
Winston for a great day exploring the 
Anglesea River valley. 
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BIRD OBSERVATION REPORTS September 1996 - -- compiled by Barry Lingham. 


Observations were submitted by Bejanke Duim (BD), Peter Hackett (PH), Rohan Bugg (RBu), Rosemary Turner (RT), 
Gordon McCarthy (GMc), Ray Baverstock (RBa), Barry Lingham (BL), Rachel Keary (RK), Valda Dedman (VWD) 


Hoary-headed Grebe 4 16/8/96 X Jerringot BD 
Wandering Albatross 2 23/9/96 Anglesea PH 
Shy Albatross 2 22/9/96 X Airey's Inlet Lighthouse RBu 
Darter 1 10/8/96 Barwon River, Shannon Av. RT 
White-faced Heron 3 22/9/96 — 3 young on nest, Werribee River RBu 
Cattle Egret "200 23/9/96 X Jerringot GMc 
Straw-necked Ibis 5 15/9/96 X Highton RBa 
7 13/9/96 Highton South RBa 
1000’s Sept Flying west over Ocean Grove each day BL 
Black-shouldered Kite 1 2/9/96 | Jerringot BD 
Brown Goshawk 2 31/8/96 | Two birds fighting at Long Forest Reserve  RBu 
Painted Button-quail 1 : 8/9/96 — Anakie Gorge Picnic Ground RBu 
Brolga 3 20/7/06 | Gheringhap Swamp, Ballarat Road RT 
Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo 1-3 6-17/9/96 Highton. One seen carrying a pine cone RBa 
9 26/6/96 Belmont RT 
Rainbow Lorikeet 5 31/8/96 Highton RBa 
4 4/9/96 Highton RBa 
Crimson Rosella 5 16/9/96 Mt Duneed. (immature birds) RK 
Blue-winged Parrot 1 3/9/96 Laverton Lake Reserve (Juvenile) RBu 
2 3/9/96 Argoona Road (near Werribee) RBu 
Pallid Cuckoo 1 9/9/96 — Argoona Road (near Werribee) RBu 
1 19/9/96  Heathdale wetlands Hoppers Crossing RBu 
4 20/9/96 | Grossman's Road Torquay PH 
Fan-tailed Cuckoo 1 20/9/96 | Grossman's Road Torquay PH 
Southern Boobook 1 11/6/96 X Heard Calling in Belmont RT 
Rose Robin 1 7/9/96 Serendip GMc 
Welcome Swallow 4+ 13/9/96  2nests at Drewan Park, Ceres RBa 
Spotted Quail-thrush 1 8/9/96 McLean’s Highway Brisbane Ranges RBu 
Clamorous Reed -Warbler 1 12/9/96 Bungey’s Hole Werribee River RBu 
1 19/9/96 Heathdale Wetlands Hoppers Crossing RBu 
Rufous Bristlebird 2 22/9/96 Bells Beach Surfing Reserve RBu 
Speckled Warbler 1 31/8/96 Long Forest Reserve RBu 
Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater 1 3/9/96 Laverton Lake Reserve RBu 
Spotted Pardalote 1 16/9/96 Nth Valley Road Highton VWD 
Diamond Firetail 3 8/9/96 Bacchus Marsh - Mt Wallace Road RBu 
Olive-backed Oriole 2 18/9/96 Mt Duneed RK 
Pied Currawong 21-23/9/96 X Calling in Highton VWD 


The change of seasons has seen the return of some of the birds such as the Pallid Cuckoo, Clamorous Reed-Warbler 
and Cattle Egrets. Many birds are also starting their nesting season and we are particularly interested in any breeding 
observations. With the birds becoming more vocal, they are easier to observe, so get out and enjoy your special bird 
watching places. 


OTHER OBSERVATIONS 
Pink Fingers Orchid 1 31/8/96 X Long forest Reserve RBu 
. Platypus -1 16/8/85 Wyndham Park, Werribee River RBu 


1 26&27/8/96 Chirnside Park, Werribee River RBu 
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NOVEMBER MAGAZINE CONTRIBUTORS 


Since there are five Tuesdays and Wednesdays in this month the November 
magazine will be delivered to the printer on Saturday, November 1st. 


Kindly submit your material early enough for inclusion.. 
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GFNC OFFICE BEARERS (1996-1997) 


President - Claire McCormick 437 047 
Vice President Position vacant 

Secretary Barry Lingham 554 291 
Treasurer Ray Baverstock 437 025 


Committee Member Rob Beardsley 411 951 
7 ^ Madeline Glynn 486 332 
: $ Peter Hackett 294 642 
E s Rachel Keary 641 350 
Diana Primrose 501 811 
" ; Dick Southcombe 433 916 
Graeme Tribe 552 302 
Honorary Librarian Betty Moore 887 220 
Editor Alban Lloyd-Jones 433 704 


DISCLAIMER 

Responsibility for the accuracy of information and opinions 
expressed in this magazine rests with the author of the article. 
‘Geelong Naturalist’ may be quoted without permission provided 
that acknowledgement of the club and the author is made. 
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